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MEMORANDUM OF COKVERSATION

1
EEACRN-CORBEACHEYV MEETINGE IN GEWEVA
November, 1885

Second Plenarv Meeting

DATE: Movember 19, 1985
TIME: 2:30 = 3:40 P.M,
PLACE: Maison Fleur d'Eau

Geneva, Switzerland

PARTICIPANTS :

United States

President Ronalé Reagan

George Shultz, Secretary of State

Donald T. Regan, Chief of Staff, White House

FEobert C, McPerlane, Assistant to the President for National

Security Affairs

Arthur Hartman, Zmbassadcr to the USSE

Pzul Nitze, Special Adviscr to the President and Secretary of
Etzte on Arme Contrel Maztters

Jack F, Matlock, Jr., Epecial Assistant to the Pr 95¢uent for
Rat:n.al Security Affairs

Robert E. Linherd, Senior Director, National Securitv Council
Stazt

William EKrimer, Int

:'Dln

rpreter

Uniorn cof Soviet Socialist Republics

General Secretarv Mikhail! Gorbachevw

Eduard Ehevardnadze, Minister of Foreign ARffairs

Georgy M. Rornivenko, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Anatcly F. Dobrynin, Ambassador to the United States

Aleksandr Yakovlev, Chief, Propaganda Department, Central
Committee, CPEU

Leonid M. Zamyatin, Chief, Internztional Information Department,
Central Committee, CPEU

AnCrey M. Aleksandrov-Lgentov, Assistant to General Secretary
Gorbachevw

Sergey P. Tarasenko, Assistant to Minister of Forelgn Affairs
Soviet Interpreter
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The Lresident offered Gorkachev the floor to comment on the
Precident's presertaticn during the morning session.

Gorbachev sazid that they both had discussed how to conduct
their meetings and during the preparations had discussed whether
to focue orn the causes of tensions or on solutions. Both sides
haé said a lot about causes. He is convinced that if they start
making up & list of objections, they will not get far towaré nor-
malization, more trust and more respect -- and most impertantly,

iving some impulse to the Geneva process, which is at 2
crucial stage now.

He will be reascnable in what he proposes, He does not plan
an extensive debate over what President szid. But, as he said
during the private meeting this morning, the Soviets reject a
"primitive approach" toward the world around us -- that is that
evervthing can be traced to some Soviet plan for supremacy or
world domination. We have discussed this many times, and when it
raises regional issues, the U.S5. freguently charges the Soviet
Union with expansionism -- in Afghanistan, Angola, even South
Yemen,

Hotbeds of international conflict do sour international re-
lations, Gorbachev continued, but the Soviets cannot share U.5.
views of the causes of regional conflict. You say that the Sov-
iet Union and Soviet expansionism is responsible. But that is
either a mistake or a deliberate distortion. If U.5. policies
are based on this mistaken view, it is difficult to see the way
out of these problems. An assecssment of Soviet policy in the
Thiré World on the bzsis of such & misconception can lead onlyv to
undermining international securitv.

Let me cive wvou our view, Gorbachev said. We take a "prin-
cipled approach" te the developing countries and their problems.
First, we have no monopolies in these countrieg which exploit
their manpower andé recsources. We seek no commercial concessions,
but rely on our own resources one hundred percent. Therefore, we
have nc selfigh interests or expansionist zims, and desire no
militarv bases. '

Second, if yvou look at the developing world in arn unbiased
way, you will see that there is a long-term cbjective process
which began after World War II. It ie & natural one of third-
werld countries first pressing for political independence and
then striving to gain control over their own resources and labor.
This is the root cause of what is happening.

You overestimate the power of the Soviet Union, Gorbachew
observed. The U.S. asttributes tc USSR the power apd capability
to upset the whole world, but we are realistic pragmatists who
categorically oppose attemptes tco dominate other countries from
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